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Abstract 

Corruption is a pervasive and enduring problem in many countries across the globe. 
Turkey is no exception. The existence and extent of the problem in the country has been 
widely documented in many reports, including those prepared by various national and 
international organizations. There is also a growing sense & sensibility among scholars 
toward understanding different dimensions of this phenomenon. The proposed paper thus 
aims at contributing to the debate by presenting the corruption-related views of a group of 
professionals from the country. 

At the core of the proposed paper is a field research recently conducted with the 
involvement of 225 participants. The survey has sought the views of the participants on a 
number of issues regarding corruption in the country. The following open-ended questions 
were directed toward the participants to gather their observations and opinions about 
corruption in Turkey:  
 

i) What comes to your mind first when you hear the word ‘corruption’? How would 
you describe/define corruption in one sentence?  

ii) Please share with us any corruption-related word, expression, idiom, saying and/or 
slang you know/heard of. 

iii) In your opinion, in which institutions/sectors of the country corruption is more 
prevalent/pervasive? 

iv) Why is corruption so widespread in the country? In other words, how do you think 
about the causes of corruption in Turkey? 

v) In your view, what are the consequences & costs of corruption in the country? 
vi) What should be the main courses of action against corruption? In other words, 

what measures should be taken to prevent/control corruption in the country. 
 

As far as the plan of the proposed paper is concerned, it will first briefly describe and 
document the existence and extent of the corruption problem in Turkey. Then, the aim, scope 
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and methodology of the field survey conducted will be succintly depicted. Third, the findings 
from the field research will be presented and discussed in detail. The proposed paper will end 
with a set of concluding remarks as well as suggestions for research, policy and practice. 
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