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Abstract 
 

The poverty on today´s society, especially on developing countries, is still a 
aggravating subject. New efforts to combat the poverty appear with more frequency and in 
bigger proportions. One of the biggest challenges that still exist these days is to draw people 
out from below the poverty line. Most of the credit initiatives are focused on the middle class 
portion of the population, once they are able to show proof of income and also have a 
minimum patrimony to serve as a guarantee in exchange to the credit taken. In this system, 
those who find themselves below the poverty line, having no proof of their income, even 
when applicable, are still excluded. The profound and growing changes brought by the neo-
liberal globalization process, the social unevenness linked to the shortage of job offers and 
the financial reorganization, were leveraged by the productive restructurings of the 
capitalism.  The Solidarity Economy appears as one of the alternatives for the emancipation 
given the current economic system and social imbalance. It does not concentrate exclusively 
on solidarity acts but on a sort of mechanisms created to enhance its employment in the 
society, covering a number of instances like fairs, sales outlets, solidarity business incubators, 
at forums or Community Development Banks. The overall objective of the work is the 
comprehension of the characteristics of a community bank and also the microcredit policies 
in Brazil. The specific objective is to understand the operational process of several 
microcredit institutions based in Brazil, particularly the Banco Capivari (Capivari Bank), 
which, through the distribution of microcredit, has succeeded in generating new economic 
units, jobs and income in Silva Jardim, a small town Rio de Janeiro state. The Capivari bank 
is the first community bank in the state; it was built collaboratively, involving the 
municipality and other segments of the society. This project is being carried by means of: 
bibliographic research linked to Solidarity Economy and socio-spatial development, field 
study and interviews with the community bank and also the solidarity enterprises. The 
research is still in progress and the results are yet considered preliminary. 
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